
       

      Year 5 Reading Challenge  

                10 books for 10-year-olds  

  Title  Author  What is it about?  

  

  

Guardians of  

Magic  

  

  

  

Chris Riddell  

Meet the Guardians of Magic: Zam, Phoebe and Bathsheba, 
three children who don’t yet know how powerful they are . 
. .  
  
In a place where fairy tales don’t behave, and magic brings 
danger, enemies of magic are working  
together to destroy it. Unless the three brave Guardians fight 

back and believe in the impossible, soon magic and the 

mysterious cloud horses will be gone . . .  

 
  

  

A series of  

Unfortunate  

Events: The Bad  

Beginning  

  

  

Lemony  

Snicket  

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They 

are charming, and resourceful. Unfortunately, they are 

exceptionally unlucky. In The Bad Beginning, the siblings 

encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 

disastrous fire and a plot to steal their fortune.  

  

  

The Explorer  

  

Katherine 

Rundell   

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the 
mysteries of the Amazon jungle pass by below him. He has 
always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making history and 
of reading his name amongst the lists of great discoveries. If only 
he could land and look about him.  
As the plane crashes into the canopy, Fred is suddenly left 

without a choice. He and the three other children may be alive, 

but the jungle is a vast, untamed place. With no hope of rescue, 

the chance of getting home feels impossibly small. Except, it 

seems, someone has been there before them .  

  

 

Rumaysa: A 

fairytale:1  

Radiya Hafiza  Step into a Once Upon a Time where anything is possible . . . 

Radiya Hafiza's enchanting and funny debut weaves together 

three stories, spinning the classic fairytale to show that anyone 

can be a hero. 

'Rumaysa, Rumaysa, let down your hijab!' 

For as long as she can remember Rumaysa has been locked away 

in her tower, forced to spin straw into gold for the evil Witch, 

unable to leave. Until one day, after dropping a hijab out of her 

small tower-window, Rumaysa realizes how she might be able to 

escape . . . 

Join Rumaysa as she adventures through enchanted forests and 

into dragon's lairs, discovers her own incredible magical powers 

and teams up with Cinderayla and Sleeping Sara! 

 

Rumaysa: A Fairytale is a magically fresh, empowering and funny 

debut, which retells three classic fairytales – Rapunzel, 

Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty – with beautiful inside 

illustrations by Rhaida El Touny and cover illustration by Areeba 

Siddique. Discover more of Rumaysa's adventures in the 

enchanting sequel Rumaysa: Ever After. 



 

  

The Girl Who  

Stole an  

Elephant  

  

  

  

Nizrana  

Farook  

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a 

gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through 

the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will 

stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of 

everything for the intrepid gang?  

  

  

  

Black Dog  

  

  

  

Levi Pinfold  

  

  

  

  

When a black dog appears at the Hope family’s door, everyone 

but the youngest Hope hides from it. The dog grows bigger and 

bigger until it is confronted. A beautiful picture about bravery 

and confronting your fears.   

  

  

The Witches  

  

  

  

Roald Dahl  

Real witches dress in ordinary clothes and look like ordinary 
women. But they are not ordinary. The Grand High Witch hates 
children most of all and plans to make every single one of YOU 
disappear.  
Only one boy and his grandmother can stop her, but if their plan 

fails the Grand High Witch will frizzle them like fritters, and then 

what?  

  

  

When Stars are  

Scattered  

  

  

  

Victoria  

Jamieson 
and Omar  
Mohamed  

  

  

  

  

Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali boys, have spent a 

long time in the Dadaab refugee camp. Separated from their 

mother, they are looked after by a friendly stranger. Life in the 

camp isn't always easy. The hunger is constant . . . but there's 

football to look forward to, and now there's a chance Omar will 

get to go to school . . .  

  

  

Five Children &  

It   
  

  

E. Nesbit  

I dare say you have often thought about what you would do if 

you were granted three wishes. The five had often talked about 

it but when they are faced with the grumpy sand-fairy they find 

it difficult to make up their minds. And that is just the beginning 

of their dilemmas. As they discover, there is nothing quite like a 

wish for getting you into terrible trouble.  



 

  

Room 13  

  

  

Robert  

Swindells  

  

  

  

  

There is no room thirteen in the creepy Crow's Nest Hotel, 

where Fliss and her friends are staying on a school trip. Or is 

there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar 

happens to the door of the linen cupboard next to room l2. And 

something is happening to Ellie-May Sunderland, too - 

something very sinister.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


