
       

      Year 6 Reading Challenge  

                11 books for 11-year-olds  

  Title  Author  What is it about?  

  

  

The Boy in the  

Tower  

  

  

  

Polly Ho-Yen  

Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he 
feels like he can see the whole world stretching out beneath 
him.  
His mum doesn't really like looking outside - but it's going 
outside that she hates. She prefers to sleep all day inside their 
tower, where it's safe.  
Except it isn't any more. Strange plants have started to take over 
and tower blocks are falling down around them.  
Now Ade and his mum are trapped and there's no way out . . .  

  

  

Moth   

  

Isabel  

Thomas  

Against a lush backdrop of lichen-covered trees, the peppered 
moth lies hidden. Until the world begins to change ...  
  
Along come people with their magnificent machines which stain 

the land with soot. In a beautiful landscape changed by humans 

how will one little moth survive?  

  

  

A Monster Calls  

(Illustrated)  

  

  

  

Patrick Ness   

The monster showed up just after midnight. But it isn’t the 

monster Conor's been expecting. He's been expecting the one 

from his nightmare, the one he's had nearly every night since his 

mother started her treatments. This monster is something 

different. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from 

Conor. It wants the truth.  

  

  

The Boy at the  

Back of the  

Class  

  

  

  

Onjali Rauf  

  

  

  

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now 
a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.  
He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never 
talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon 
sherbets, which are my favourite!  
But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at 
all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With 
bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find 
out about him, the more I want to help.  
That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in.  
Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . .  

 

  

The Girl of Ink 

and Stars  

  

Kiran  

Millwood  

Hargrave  

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway 

lands her cartographer father once mapped. When her friend 

disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The world 

beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the 

dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from 

its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient 

myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the 

island itself.  

  



  

  

Illegal  

  

Eoin Colfer  

Ebo: alone.  
His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, 
and Ebo knows it can only be to make the hazardous journey to 
Europe.  
Ebo's epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the 

dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally out to the merciless sea. 

But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a 

reunion with his sister.  

  

  

Great  

Adventurers  

  

Alastair  

Humphreys  

Hand-picked by adventurer Alastair Humphreys, this compilation 

retells the extraordinary journeys undertaken by his personal 

heroes. These men and women have ventured into space, 

oceans, deserts and jungles and inspired Alastair's own 

adventures. They may do the same for you too.  

  

  

The Rabbits  

  

Shaun Tan  

The rabbits came many grandparents ago.  
They built houses, made roads, had children.  
They cut down trees.  
A whole continent of rabbits...  
An encounter that is at first friendly and curious, but later 

darkens...  

  

  

Kensuke’s  

Kingdom  

  

  

  

Michael  

Morpurgo  

  

  

Washed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to 

survive on his own. With no food and no water, he curls up to 

die. When he wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit, 

and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone . . .  

  

  

Skellig  

  

David  

Almond  

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's 
illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. 
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, 
ramshackle garage of his new home, and finds something 
magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being who 
needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend 
Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby 
sister languishes in the hospital.  
But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he helps 

Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes 

for ever . . .  

 

  

Pig Heart Boy  

  

  

  

Malorie  

Blackman  

  

  

  

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal 
kids don't need heart transplants.  
So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. But he 

also says it's experimental, controversial and risky. And it's never 

been done before.  



 


